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Climate Change Act 2008

UK Low Carbon Transition 

Plan

Carbon Reduction Strategy



ATKINS STUDY OBJECTIVES

“To deliver clear guidance to the DfT on 
additional action the Department could 
take to support local authorities in 
delivering low carbon transport 
policies”. 

● Identify existing climate change goals and public ● Identify existing climate change goals and public 
commitments which local and regional partners have 
signed up to, and how they perceive transport as 
contributing to these goals. 

● Identify policies and initiatives which local and regional 
partners have delivered to reduce carbon emissions and 
adapt to climate change. 

● Identify the drivers, challenges and barriers that local 
authorities are facing in tackling carbon emissions from 
transport.

● Identify which tools, guidance and methodologies are 
currently being used to monitor progress at the local level 
and assess the carbon impact of transport policies

● Provide expert opinion upon the coverage, advantages, 
disadvantages of the monitoring and evaluation 
methodologies identified. 



LOCAL AUTHORITIES WANTED

● Advice on monitoring, target 
setting and the ability to monitor 
local interventions and appraise 
their impact on emissions;

● Advice on the best way to 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

● Make best use of existing 
information;

● Improve data sources

Consider the creation of a DfT 
● Advice on the best way to 

prioritise interventions

● Guidance on the type of 
interventions to be promoted
in emerging sectors such as low 
carbon vehicles

● The ability to demonstrate the 
value for money of carbon 
reduction schemes.

● Consider the creation of a DfT 
Carbon Tool



Assess the potential effects of small-
scale transport interventions on 
carbon emissions

Simplifies carbon webTAG guidance

Range of uses

Provides easy access to national data 
which impacts on emissions

Brings together all central research on 
local transport and climate change



http://www.dft.gov.uk/publications/local-authority-basic-carbon-tool



The tool educates users about central transport and carbon 

Transport and Carbon Information

The tool educates users about central transport and carbon 

emissions Data and Research. 

Users can access this information straight from the Main 

Menu.
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Change and 
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Snapshot of how the tool works

Create a scenario - name and time period affected 

Input local information – roads and regions

Identify which transport modes the intervention affectsIdentify which transport modes the intervention affects

Input data - distance, vehicle numbers, and days affected

Enter the speed change data



Worked Example

Hypothetical worked 

example. 

Previously freight route 

was around a long ring 

road to access Shopping 

Centre (Red Line).Centre (Red Line).

Proposed transport 

Intervention will allow a 

more direct access route 

to the Shopping Centre 

(Blue Line).



Worked Example



Worked Example



Worked Example – Output 



Alternate Output



Built-in emissions-related data such as:

• Speed curves

• Average Emissions Factors

• Average speed data, and

• Vehicle Mix Data

Underlying data sources



Flexibility is at 

the heart of the 

Carbon Tool.

Local Authorities 

are encouraged 

to use their own 

datasets 

Flexibility

wherever 

possible.

Carbon Tool information and data is transparent and easily accessible.



Final version release of the 

tool this summer.  Possible 

enhancements, depending 

on resources and value 

added.

Consultation



Next Steps

• Carbon remains a key driver for emerging transport policy, e.g. Local 

Sustainable Transport Fund, Local Carbon Framework pilots,

• Coalition Government’s Carbon Plan sets out high-level transport strategy: • Coalition Government’s Carbon Plan sets out high-level transport strategy: 

http://www.decc.gov.uk/assets/decc/What%20we%20do/A%20low%20carbon%20

UK/1358-the-carbon-plan.pdf

• Authorities are already doing a lot to deliver sustainable low carbon travel.  

Continue to working effectively with partners and consider how best to plan for a 

low carbon future, especially in a tighter spending climate – central government 

can provide the tools, but it is up to local areas to make the decisions.



Q&A


