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The Oxford Times Thursday 26% March 2009

Oxford set to be declared ‘Low Emission Zone’

Dirty Buses facing ban from centre

Oxford city centre will be declared a ‘Low Emission Zone' on Wednesday
in a radical plan to combat worsening air pollution problems in the city.

It will mean only buses meeting strict European standards will be able to
operate in central Oxford, in a move to improve air quality....

...but the tough restrictions will only apply to buses and coaches — %‘ﬁ?* 3
and not to lorries, vans or other vehicles as many people had hoped. §#ix
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KEY ELEMENTS IN LEZ DECLARATION

LEZ declaration enabled a two- pronged approach:-

Setting a forward looking high level emission standard Euro5 for PSV's

in central Oxford to be achieved by 2014

« Allow for negotiation with the main bus companies, to consider
voluntary options (Local Transport Act 2008)

» Retain the option to enforce the LEZ standard via Traffic

Regulation Condition (TRC) if voluntary means prove inadequate %
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Background to establishment of LEZ in Oxford - key policy drivers

Oxford is a two- tier non-unitary Local Authority

LAQM Process :-

» Established the nature and extent of the problem

» Provided the basis for dialogue with Transport Authority

» Raised public and local political awareness of AQ issues

 Established joint City-County working group

*« AQ Action Plan integrated into LTP, with AQ targets

» Show existing measures in LTP insufficient to meet targets

» Development of traffic emissions inventories as key to local assessment
» Conduct feasibility study to determine effectiveness of LEZ options
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